
A History of the Road Home Program in Articles about CHAT: 
*Newspaper Articles Mentioning CHAT or Highlighting CHAT Members through Jan. 5, 2008 

See http://chat.thinknola.com for more current articles 

10/7/06 Times Picayune, Michelle Krupa: Road Home Isn’t Easy Street 
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-
6/1160202867253020.xml&coll=1&thispage=1 

11/11/06 New York Times, Leslie Eaton: Slow Home Grants Stall Progress in New Orleans 
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F30913F7345B0C728DDDA80994DE404482 

12/14/05 Times Picayune, Coleman Warner: Unhappy Endings 
http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-7/1166080448139300.xml?NP1&coll=1 

12/15/06 Times Picayune Editorial: Stranded on the Road Home 
http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-3/1166165878307390.xml?NOED&coll=1 

12/18/06 CityBusiness staff report: CHAT group wants to help The Road Home get up to speed 
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/UpToTheMinute.cfm?recID=7858 

12/21/06 Times Picayune, Coleman Warner: Road Home Rethinks Appraisals 
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-7/1166687735146230.xml&coll=1 

12/21/06 CityBusiness staff report: CHAT applauds adjustment to The Road Home process 
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/uptotheminute.cfm?recid=7933 

12/23/06 Times-Picayune, Saturday, December 23, 2006 Editorial page,p. B6 Jazz and Razz, Kudos: 
Citizens’ Road Home Action Team, a loosely organized group based in New Orleans, was 
influential in getting the state to agree to needed reforms to the governor’s Road Home program, 
including a new policy that will allow homeowners to get grants without giving up their right to 
appeal. State officials are finalizing details of that policy. 

12/25/06 Times-Picayune, Coleman Warner: Group pushing for smooth Road Home Grass-roots 
organization in N.O. gaining clout with state officials 
http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/library-117/1167028418197370.xml?ZZLIBB&coll=1 

12/27/06 Times-Picayune EDITORIAL: A constructive approach: Citizens who are pushing for 
improvements to the Road Home program have reason to be angry with the slow, often flawed 
process homeowners encounter when seeking grants for their storm-damaged property.  
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-3/116720198882600.xml&coll=1 

1/1/06 Times-Picayune EDITORIAL: Resolutions for all We, Women of the Storm, Citizens for 1 
Greater New Orleans, Levees.org and Citizens’ Road Home Action Team, pledge to continue 
holding government accountable http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-
3/1167634269213450.xml&coll=1 

1/11/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Recovery grants forecast retracted: ICF official backs 
off 500-a-day estimate http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-
7/1168499410110410.xml&coll=1 



1/24/07 Times-Picayune, Melinda Deslatte, Road Home program falls short of Blanco 
administration goal http://www.nola.com/newsflash/louisiana/index.ssf?/base/news-
30/116965765968340.xml&storylist=Louisiana 

1/25/07 Times-Picayune, Michelle Krupa, City loan program aims to jumpstart home rebuilding 
http://www.nola.com/weblogs/print.ssf?/mtlogs/nola_tpupdates/archives/print229218.html 

1/28/07 Times-Picayune, Jeffrey Meitrodt, Understaffed and overwhelmed: The firm administering 
Louisiana’s Road Home program has consistently underestimated the magnitude of the task, 
records show http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-
7/1169970765301220.xml&coll=1 

1/29/07 City Business, Deon Roberts,  
City Business; 1/30/07 Verifications blamed for Road Home payout woes 
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/viewFeature.cfm?recID=653 
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qn4200/is_20070129/ai_n17158589/pg_1 

2/7/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Road Home divulges its appraisal rules: Activists 
overcome its initial resistance http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-
4/1170832077324620.xml?NSBR&coll=1 

2/11/07 Times-Picayune, Editorial Page: JAZZ. Thanks to pressure from homeowner activists with 
the CITIZENS’ ROAD HOME ACTION TEAM the state Office of Community Development is 
finally posting basic policies for the Road Home program on-line, http://www.nola.com/news/t-
p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-3/1171177679230680.xml&coll=1 

3/2/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Road Home appeals scarce: Critics say process shrouded 
in secrecy http://www.nola.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news 

3/3/07 Times-Picayune, Stephanie Bruno, Road Home Is The Latest Roadblock, 
http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/living-0/1172906114292410.xml&coll=1 

3/13/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Disputes over awards add to Road Home headaches 
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-7/117379983811780.xml&coll=1 

3/18/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Direct Payout Idea Garners Praise 
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-7/1174195343250770.xml&coll=1 

3/26/07 Times-Picayune, Coleman Warner, Road Home eyeing Mississippi system: Neighboring 
state sends money to homeowners in a lump sum http://www.nola. com/news/ t-p/frontpage/ index.ssf? 
/base/news-7/117488698023720. xml&coll= 1 

4/6/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Most ready to take their lumps Road Home changes await 
HUD approval http://www.nola.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news-7/117583985884240.xml&coll=1 

4/7/07 New York Times, Leslie Eaton, HUD Institutes Changes to Speed Storm Repairs 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/07/us/07rebuild.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 

4/11/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Program ends title checks for rebuilders 
http://blog.nola.com/topnews/2007/04/program_ends_title_checks_for.html 



4/13/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Wait over for those who lack mortgage” Bank told to 
release lump-sum payouts 
http://blog.nola.com/topnews/2007/04/wait_over_for_those_who_lack_m.html 

4/15/07 Times-Picayune, Michelle Krupa, Inactive File: The N.O. agency assigned to tackle 
blighted land has very little to show http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-
8/117661810883230.xml&coll=1 

5/11/07 The Baton Rouge Advocate, Joe Gyan, Road Home deficit growing 
http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/neworleans/7454706.html?showAll=y&c=y 

5/13/07 Times-Picayune, Stephanie Grace, ROAD RAGE: Latest snafu sets off a civil war in the 
state Capitol http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/news-
0/1179037752234970.xml&coll=1 

5/31/07 New York Times, Leslie Eaton, Louisiana Sets Deadline For Storm Damage Claims 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/31/us/31road.html?fta=y 

6/1/07 Baton Rouge Advocate, Joe Gyan Jr., LRA wants U.S. to fully fund storm programs 
http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/7778607.html?showAll=y&c=y 

6/5/07 New Orleans CityBusiness, Grassroots group calls for surplus to go to Louisiana’s Road 
Home http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qn4200/is_20070605/ai_n19290272 

6/14/07 AP article in the Baton Rouge Advocate, WWL 4 TV News, and in newspapers in other states, 
Becky Bohrer, ’Road Home’ gap worries La. homeowners. CHAT members Barbara LeBlanc, Joe 
Middleton, and Melanie Ehrlich are quoted about the Road Home shortfall in funds. 
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/L/LA_ROCKY_ROAD_HOME_LAOL-
?SITE=LABAT&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT 
http://www.wwltv.com/local/stories/wwl061207jbroadhome.3f551a58.html 

6/23/07 The Houston Chronicle, Shannon Buggs, Road Home a long one in rebuilding after 
hurricanes: BUSINESS OF GIVING, 
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/business/buggs/4913999.html 

8/2/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Road Home standards tightened: More award letters, 
closings required http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/news-
5/1186039490288290.xml&coll=1 

9/3/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Road Home hits contract benchmark for first time. 
http://blog.nola.com/times-picayune/2007/09/road_home_hits_contract_benchm.html 

9/18/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Road Home claims major strides made. 
http://blog.nola.com/times-picayune/2007/09/road_home_claims_major_strides.html 

9/26/07 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, Road Home has money to pay grants expected to be 
issued this year http://blog.nola.com/times-
picayune/2007/09/road_home_has_money_to_pay_gra.html 

September 27, 2007, Times-Picayune. EDITORIAL: Challenged numbers 
http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/news-4/1190876555120200.xml&coll=1 



Sep 26, 2007, Joe Gyan Jr., The Baton Rouge Advocate. Officials: ‘Road Home’ to go broke very 
soon. http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/10027426.html?index=1&c=y 

Sept. 30, 2007 Times-Picayune, David Hammer, People who elevated their homes may be left high 
and dry http://blog.nola.com/times-picayune/2007/09/people_who_elevated_their_home.html 

October 03, 2007, Times-Picayune. EDITORIAL: Don’t punish initiative 
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-4/119148008171700.xml&coll=1 

October 6, 2007, Times-Picayune, David Hammer. FEMA to offer aid to those who already elevated 
homes. http://blog.nola.com/times-picayune/2007/10/fema_to_offer_aid_to_those_who_1.html 

October 10, 2007, Times-Picayune, David Hammer. Road Home review runs into snag: Consultants 
focus on getting ‘it right’ http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/capital/index.ssf?/base/news-
5/1191997942267320.xml&coll=1 

November 5, 2007, Times-Picayune, David Hammer. Road Home progress not enough for many 
http://blog.nola.com/times-picayune/2007/11/road_home_progress_not_enough.html 

November 7, 2007, Times-Picayune, David Hammer. FEMA rules change may provide money for 
homes already raised 
http://blog.nola.com/times-picayune/2007/11/fema_rules_change_may_provide.html#more 

November 29, 2007, Times-Picayune, David Hammer. Road Home fails to provide letters: Omission 
persists despite LRA’s prodding  
http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/news-9/1196322346137070.xml&coll=1 

November 29, 2007, Melinda Deslatte / Associated Press. Road Home deadline nears; thousands 
without appointments 
http://www.wwltv.com/local/stories/wwl112907khroadhomedeadline.4fe4e854.html; 
http://2theadvocate.com http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/L/LA_ROAD_HOME_LAOL-
?SITE=LABAT&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT;  
http://www.montereyherald.com/ci_7598600?nclick_check=1 

November 29, 2007, Times-Picayune, David Hammer. Property buyout worries aired: City agency 
promises aggressive teamwork 
http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/news-8/1196320731169300.xml&coll=1 

December 13, 2007, Times-Picayune, David Hammer. Changes complicate Road Home; Report 
offers ways to improve program http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/news-
9/1197538524159340.xml&coll=1 

December 22, 2007, Times-Picayune, David Hammer. La. Road Home makes changes: Decisions in 
writing have been key issue  
http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/library-138/119830441141430.xml&coll=1 

Dec. 31, 2007, AP, City Business, Road Home meets target of 90,000 closings, 
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/uptotheminute.cfm?recid=14668&userID=0&referer=dailyUp
date 

Jan. 5, 2008, Times-Picayune, David Hammer.Road Home will add case workers: Customer service 
now is focus for LRA http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/metro/index.ssf?/base/news-
26/119951405276410.xml&coll=1 


